
 

My Piano Variations is a set of eight variations on an original theme.  The theme itself is cast as a 
moderately long, two-part rounded form, and ends with three sets of reiterated chords which are 
used at times as cadential material, and at other times to make a transition, preparing or anticipating 
the succeeding variation.  The fourth variation - in a poignant and contemplative mood, played una 
corda - provides a centerpiece, the other variations deployed symetrically around it, with lighter, 
dance-like variations preceding, and more turbulent ones following.  The turbulence reaches a 
climactic moment, leading to a final, incomplete variation reminiscent of the opening. Considered 
another way, the variations group themselves together harmonically and rhetorically into a sonata-
like structure: the theme and first variation are expository in meaning and character; variations 2, 3 
and 4 are developmental; and variation 5 returns to the original tonal area dominated by D and Ab, 
with a richly figured variation on the opening theme.  


